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BUBSECT: Folitical Problems Invelved in Opereting OXCARY Missions
‘ from Okinawe over Communist China and Noxth Vietnsa

m Ve bellieve that the Chinese would quickly seguire
knovledge of the opevation, Mlasion eireraft would slmost

certeinly be detected by Chinese radar and,| |
be identified as 8 new type of recomnaissance
vehicle. The chunces are good thet Chisse agents on Okinewe
wbulé become awere of the cperation end that &&ﬁiﬂs would quiekly
relate the new overflights to the b,mr at Kadenw.

2, The Chinese would of course try to knook down the sir-
craft. Assuming their t‘a&lm to do so, and & successful flighs,
we believe the chences of significsatly adveyse consequences to the
U8 are virtuslly negligible. For the yeagsons that they do not
soknovwiedge succesaful U-E overflights, they would almost
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not dwvaw any special sttention to this cperation.

3. The situstion would be quite 4ifferent, of course, if an
JARY eiveraft came down on Chinese tmﬁtm; Buch an incident

would be the occesion for a major political and propsgends _
campaign, pearticularly if e live American pilot fell inte ﬂh&nes&
hands. In drmustiging the sffair, Peiping would hope to persusde
the world, including the Amsricsn public, of Chinese strength and
of the riskiness of UB policy. They would slso use what resources
they had to mobilize public opinion m Jepan and in Okinmve agiinst
US contrel of the latter island end egeinst the existence of US
bases in Jepan itself. | |

&. We do not believe that CXCARY? missions, vhether or not any
aireraft came down inside China, would significantly affect
Peiping's broader caloulstions governing its policy towerd the
var in Vietnem,

* bt iy subjected to heavy U
aiy sttack and reconnsisssnce. It would ebtech litile extye
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the Boviets would quickly seoquire s fairly complete ploture of the
cpevetion. ‘They would probably teke no sction end meke me
yepresentations on the matter. Mosocow would ‘retnfores any Ghinese
or North Vietnamsse propsgends csmpaigns built sround the shoot-
down of an aivevaft. But slmost eertainly they would not make
overflights of China or the DRV a major iesue in Soviet-UB mmam‘

Thelr primery conaern would be to forestall uss of the eirareft
over their own teryitory. To this end they would probsbly issue
BAR, wod wamning of the dsngers of vetribution éghinst
perating countries. They might further make privete comuund

tions to the UB styessing the seviocusness with which they would

view any intmusions into Soviet alire
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